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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 11866 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UR, US, XF, PLO 

SUBJECT: PRAVDA CRITICIZES SECRETARY'S M.E. TRIP 

1. AUG 16 PRAVDA "COMMENTATOR'S COLUMN" BY MEDVEDKO 
DESCRIBES SECRETARY'S M.E. TRIP AS FAILURE, AND LINKS IT 

TO OUTMODED "SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY," WHICH MADE M.E. SETTLE- 
MENT DEPENDENT ON SATISFACTION OF ISRAELI DEMANDS AND 
SECURING OF "IMPERIALIST INTERESTS OF USA" IN REGION. 

HE CITES FOREIGN NEWS AGENCIES AS CHARGING THAT RESULTS 
OF VISIT HAVE CAUSED "OPEN DISAPPOINTMENT IN GOVERNMENT 
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CIRCLES OF USA." 

2. AS HAVE PREVIOUS COMMENTARIES, ARTICLE SEES 
PRIMARY REASON FOR MISSION S LACK OF SUCCESS IN 
WASHINGTON’S "OPEN, PRO-ISRAELI COURSE." AUTHOR 
ALSO STATES THAT SECRETARY'S FIRST CONTACTS IN 
CAIRO SHOWED THAT "CERTAIN CIRCLES" (I.E., U.S. AND 
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EGYPT), ARE NOT AGAINST SUPPLANTING GENEVA CONFERENCE 
WITH SOME SORT OF INTERIM FORUM WITHOUT PARTICIPA- 
TION OF PLO. 

3. CENTRAL PRESS ALSO CARRIES TASS WASHINGTON ARTICLE 
ON WH STATEMENT ISSUED AFTER PRESIDENT'S MEETING 
WITH SECRETARY AND NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR. 

ARTICLE IS FACTUAL, BUT HIGHLY SELECTIVE, MENTION- 
ING ONLY THREE POINTS: CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF 
PRINCIPLED DIFFERENCES AMONG ARABS AND ISRAELIS, 

U.S. INTENTION TO REMAIN IN "CLOSE CONTACT" WITH 
SOVIET UNION, AND U.S. PLAN TO CONTINUE CONSULTA- 
TION WITH FOREIGN MINISTERS OF ARAB COUNTRIES AND TSARF.T, 

4. COMMENT: SELECTIVE TREATMENT OF WH ANNOUNCEMENT AND 
EXPLICIT CRITICISM OF SECRETARY'S TRIP AND U.S. ME POLICY 

IN GENERAL INDICATE THAT SOVIET LEADERSHIP CAN BE 
EXPECTED TO REACT TO PROMISED U.S. BRIEFINGS WITH 
CONSIDERABLE INITIAL SKEPTICISM. TO BEST OF OUR 
KNOWLEDGE, SOVIET FEAR THAT "WORKING GROUPS" IDEA WAS 
DESIGNED NOT ONLY TO EXCLUDE PLO, BUT ALSO TO EXCLUDE 
SOVIETS, HAS SURFACED ONLY ONCE IN CENTRAL 
PRESS (AUG 12 PRAVDA), BUT WE EXPECT THAT THIS 
REFLECTS UNDERLYING AND REAL SOVIET ANXIETY OVER WHAT 
THEY FEEL MAY BE U.S. ATTEMPT TO EXCLUDE THEM FRMM 
ME SETTLEMENT PROCESS. 
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